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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police 


1, The Chattal Gazette, of the 19th March, makes the following 


suggestions on the subject of Police 
Police reform. reform :— 


1. A larger employment of University graduates in the Police 
Department on guitable salaries will be effectual in putting 
down corruption in the police and in maintaining peace 
in the country. a 

9. Much harm is done by police officers remaining long in the 
same place. The introduction of a system of frequent 
transfer of officers will be a very useful and important 
item of police reform. as 

3, No police officer should be allowed to serve in or near the place 

where he has been born. 

4, There should be private enquiries into the pecuniary condition of 
police officers. fae 

5. A register should be kept of the number of cases instituted by 
each police officer, and where the number of acquittals is 
found to be very large, the officer concerned should be 
rigorously dealt with. 


9, The Bangabasi, of the 23rd March, says that some people are of 
increase of theft and dacoity inthe Opinion that the increase of theft and dacoity 
entry. in India is not due to the inefficiency of the 
police, but to the increase of poverty in the country. The Judges of the 
Punjab Chief Court think that increased poverty is the cause of increased 
time in that province, and, considering the circumstances of the people in 
different parts of Bengal, it seems that increased poverty is also the cause of 
increased crime in this province. But Government can easily ascertain 
the truth in this respect by carefully collecting statistics of the class of 
people who are committing thefts and dacoities. 
&. The following letter has been com- 
municated to the same paper :— 

A gang of budmashes are parading day and night in Pukuria and the 
leighbouring villages in the district of Pubna, extorting money, grains, &c., 
tom the villagers by threats and violence, and some times even ravishing 
helpless women. These budmashes being under the protection of some 
wiluential men, the villagers do not dare to offend them hy bringing their 
doings to the notice of the Magistrate. The thana people know these 
bimashea, but do nothing to put them down. Will an enquiry be instituted 
ly the police authorities ? 


Theft and house-breaki 4 
nstpore ouse-breaking at Fur 


Budmashes at Pukuria in Pubna. 


4. The same paper takes the following 
pl from the Furreedpore Hitaishint newspaper :— 
= This year thefts have increased in Furreedpore town and the neigh- 
es places. Since the month of Aghran last, there have been 8 or 10 
‘ee in Furreedpore town alone. Thefts have been committed at the rési- 
eee of Baboo Sarada Charan Sarkar, the Deputy Magistrate, at _the 
“tg of Baboo Uma Nath Gupta, the local Mukhtar, and in other houses. 

aan are also reported from the villages on the west of the Madhv- 

ti and Kotali thanas.” Thefts and dacoities will increase as the pressure 
Scarcity increases, 

+ A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence of 

Thefts at Sijeh in Hughli. 


20 or 95 ee ing villages in the district of Hughli. About 
» days ago, Gopal Chandra Kowar’s shop at the Sijah Bazar was 


- 


thefts at Sijah and seven or eight neighbour-— 


CHAaTTAL GAZeTrTz, 


BANGABASI, 
March 23rd, 1889, 


BaNGABASL 


BaNGABASI. - 


BaNGABaSI. 


- LAMELLAE OOD 


‘SaHACHAR, 
March 20th 1889. 


SaMAVA, 
March 22nd, 1889. 
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broken into, and articles. worth Re. 500 were carried off. On the Dight of 
the 27th Falgoon last, there was a theft at the house of a Mahomedan of the 
village Dumurdah, a theft at the house of a Kaibarta of the village B 
and.atheft at the house of Jagat Chandra Mazumdar of the Village 
Baneswarpore. Three thefts inone night, and nota thief traced by the 
police ! 

(2) — Working of the Courts. 


6. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 25th March, accuses 
Babu Kali Charan Ghose, Lande Babu Kali Charan Ghose, Land Acquisition 
Acquistion Deputy Collector, Alipore. J)eputy Collector, Alipore, with having, from 
revengeful feelings, made a very low valuation of a piece of land lying in the 
village of Maberpore, within the limits of the Alipore Municipality, and 
belonging to one Rakhal Chandra Tewari. Rakbal Chandra was at one time 
a Mukhtar in the Alipore Court, and the Deputy Collector Babu Kali Charan 
having used some disrespectful expressions towards him, had to offer an ex- 
plantion to the Judge. It is next observed that the valuations made by 
Babu Kali Charan under the Land Acquisition Act are generally improper 
and unjust and Government is asked to transfer him from Alipore where 
he has been for a very long time. 


(c)—Jazls. 


7. The Sahachar, of the 20th March, refers to Dr. Hall’s treatment 


| of Captain Hearsey while the latter was in 
satthoneietisdunenacaiateans jail, and asks Sir Auckland Colvin to punish 
the doctor and thus put an end to the race-feeling which the doctor's 
reprehensible conduct has called into existence. From Dr. Hall’s treatment 
of a man like Captain Hearsey, Government can easily guess what treatment 


he accords to helpless native prisoners falling in his way. Dr. Hall’s punish- 
ment will give the public much satisfaction. 


8. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, says that if Captain Hearsey’s 
Dr. Hall’s treatment of Captain Story of his treatment by Dr. Hall be true, 


Hearsey. then the doctor ought to be at once dismissed. 


It is not known whether the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western 


Provinces will attend to the matter, and Jiord Lansdowne should therefore 
inquire into it. 


(d)—Hducation. 


Epreation GazerTs, 9. Acorrespondent of the Zducation Gazette, of the 22nd March, 


March 22nd, 1889, 


BANGABASI 
March 23rd, 1889, 


The Lower Primary examination in Yequests the Vice-Chairman of the Khulna 
Khulna. District Board and the Deputy Inspectors of 
Schools of that district to encourage both teachers and students by publishiog 


henceforward in this paper the results of the Lower Primary ination 
in that district. 


10. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 28rd March, says tht 
The model school at Garbetta, in & high English school has been esta lished 
nee at Garbetta, in Midnapore, by. Babus Suryy* 
Kumar Agasti, the Joint-Magistrate, and Kali Charan Roy and other gealle- 
men of the village, who are on that account trying to remove the | 
model vernacular school, which is largely attended by the children of #¢ 
cultivators, They have applied both to the Inspector of Schools and t the 
District Board for the transfer of the model school to some other place, 
and it is reported that the Secretary of the Board has granted their applic 
tion. If the school is removed, the people of 25 or 30 villages situated 
near Garbetta will suffer seriously, because they are too poor to be @ 


give their children high English education, and because there is no oe! 
vernacular scho | in the neighbourhood. 
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_ A correspondent of the Dacca Gasette, of the 25th March, says 21 Summ, 

¥ ry ro ‘that a Circle Pundit, employed within the Ba daa ince 

erg jurisdiction of the Narayangunge sub-division | 
of the Dacca district, has, in contravention of the inter-school rules, admitted 
, student of an aided middle vernacular school into a school in the Dacca 
Sudder sub-division. This boy failed to pass the test examination of his first 
chool, but the Pundit sent him up to the middle vernacular scholarship 
examination from his second school. It is said that this Pundit has been 
able to violate rules in this way because he has a patron in a high educa- 
‘ional officer. The educational authorities are requested to enquire into the: 
proceedings of this Pundit and to punish him if he is guilty. : 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 19th March, "ums Sin 

: ae says that dalé dak is running very high within 
The Raniguoge Municipabty. the Ranigunge . Municipality. The Sub- 
divisional Officer of Ranigunge is a quiet ease-loving man, and municipal 
matters are not likely to improve under him. If Mr. Oldham takes leave of 
absence at this juncture, the sub-division is sure to be ruined. Mr. Oldham 
3 earnestly entreated to visit the place and put an end to the dald dale 
prevailing there. 

13. A correspondent of the same paper says that the Commissioners 8u=>wan Sanzvam 

of the Culna Municipality are determined to 
have a town hall at Culna, and have accord- 
ingly included a sum sufficient for the purpose in their next year’s budget. 
But Culna has a variety of wants of a far more pressing nature than a town 
hall, and so long as those wants are not removed, no money ought to be 
allowed to be spent on the construction of a town hall. The Magistrate and 
the Commissioner are requested to prevent the Commissioners from carrying 
their town hall project through. 

14. The Savjivant, of the 23rd March, says that the attention of the = Saxvam, 
Health Department of the Calcutta Muni- “oe? 1%? 
cipality ought to be directed to the native 
hotels in Calcutta, where food of the most unwholesome kind, including 
rotton fish, decomposed vegetables, &c., is systematically supplied, The 
Sanitary Commissioner should also take notice of this. 

15. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 24th March, says Dscca Pragssn, 
that scarcity of water is being experienced in “> 4 1? 
almost every place in the district of Mymen- 
singh and in Mymensingh town itself. The condition of the tankg is ex-. 
tremely miserable, and the use of their water is causing sickness, The 
Local Boards and Municipalities should give their attention to the matter. 

It is desirable to have a rule requiring District Boards to pay one-half of 
the sum which may be required to remove scarcity of water at any place if 
the other half is paid by the people of that place. Tanks within the town 
of Mymensingh should be excavated by the Municipality itself, and the 
Municipality should be invested with the power of preventing the use of 
those private tanks in the town which it cannot itself re-excavate, until the 
doctors employed by it declare them fit for use. . 

16. The Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 25th March, says that many unfair sis ssvsamom, 
and unlawful methods were adopted for the March 26th, 1880. 
| purpose of securing votes at the last municipal 
“ection in Calcutta, and hopes that the authorities should see that this is 
Lot done in future. ; ars ae 

‘li. The Samodd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 25th March, says that the Samvan 


The Cale amet _ lists of voters prepared by the Calcutta Muni- Pomacmsspnonara, 
ms inunicipal election. cipality on the occasion of the last municipal mi eeken 


A Town Hall for Culna. 


Native hotels in Calcutta. 


Scarcity of water in Mymensingh. 


The Calcutta municipal election. 
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election were both imperfect and inaccurate. The preparation of th 
liste reflects great discredit on the highly-paid officers of the Municj my 
As a means of securing the correctness of these lists in future, the Mor, 
cipality should not allow the names of dead persons to stand on the tax bj 
and should introduce a system compelling all living owners and occupiers 
of houses in Calcutta to get their names registered in the municipal office 
in the same way as is done in the Collector's office. The defeat of such able 
and experienced Commissioners as Babu Amrita Nath Mitra and Dr, I.) 
Madhub Mukherji was due to the publication of these imperfect anq 
erroneous lists. Sir Henry Harrison is an exceptionally able man, and people 
expect to see signal municipal improvement during his administration of the 
city. 
Som PRARASH, . 18. The Som Prakash, of the 25th March, says that the lists of voters 
March 45tb, 1889. ree prepared by the Calcutta Municipality on the 
The Calcutta municipal election, = ‘occasion of the last municipal election were 
both imperfect and erroneous. The lists did not include many names which | 
ought to have been there, and did include names of persons who are either 
dead or have left Calcutta. 
The preparation of these lists reflects great discredit on the officers of 
the Municipality, who are all extremely well paid. ; 
As a means of securing the correctness of these lists in future, the 
Municipality should not allow the names of dead persons to stand on their 
tax bills, and should compel all owners and occupiers of houses in Calcutta to 
get their names registered in the municipal office. 
The unfair and unlawful methods adopted for the purpose of securing 
votes at the last election are next alluded to and condemned. 
Samvan 19. The Samvdd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 27th March, requests 


PURNaCHANDRODAYA, . Ns 
Atk Sees an Steuart Bayley to exercise due care and 


missioners for the Calcutta Muni- discrimination in making nominations to the 
— Calcutta Municipal Board. Maharaja Naren- 
dra Krishna, Babu Jay Gobind Laha, Babu Durgagati Banerji and other 
deserving representatives of the Hindu community should be appointed as 


Commissioners, Itis hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley’s nominations will 
give general satisfaction. 


(f)— Questions affectiug the land. 
BurDwav SanNJIVanti, 


° 20. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 19th March, has the following 
March 19th, 1880. te on the subject of the excavation of tanks 


as a means of preventing famine in this 
country :— 


As the old tanks in the country have almost all silted up, and no new 
ones are, as a rule, excavated, agriculturists have to depend now-a-days 
almost entirely on rain water for the success of their agricultural operations. 


And as rainfall is very irregular in this country, famine, following from 
drought, is now of very frequent occurrence. : 


The railway system, by preventing the accumulation of corn in the 
country, has also tended to produce the same effect. It is the poor ryot who 
ultimately suffers most on account of this state of things, And Govert- 
ment, which has spent so much legislative ingenuity in protecting the rights 
of the ryot, has done absolutely nothing to enable him to successfully face 
the new danger with which he is threatened every year. It has provided 


means by which corn, when grown, can be taken to the market, but it bas 
left the growing of corn entirely to chance. 


_ An former times the people of this country excavated tanks from reli- 
gious motives, and the zemindars also did the same thing with the view of 
enabling their ryots to carry on agricultural operations. es 
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. , the excavation of tanks from religious motives is out of 

the ee Tal of spending their money in excavating tanks which, 
swale do not pay, people in the mofussil now invest it in Government 
: urities. As for the zemindars, since the passing of the Patni Regulations 
i the bestowal of the occupancy right on the ryot, they have ceased to 
mquire whether or not there are tanks in their estates for the use of the 


ols 


‘According to the Englishman newspaper, Government ought to place 
Rs, 10,000 at the disposal of every District Board in the country in order 
1) be spent exclusively in excavating tanks. But Rs. 10,000 will be, 
‘1 the first place, a very small sum for the purpose, and no result 
gorth naming will be achieved with it. In the second place, it is 
the zemindars, and not Government, whose duty it is to bear the 
expense of excavating tanks. For it is they who are the real malike 
of the land of the country, the ryot getting from it nothing more than the 
price of his labour as a@ cultivator, and the Government getting from it 
nothing more than a tax required for carrying on the work of the adminis- 
tration of the country. 

It is a well-known fact that whenever it becomes necessary to protect 
sy land from inundation or to drain it of superfluous water, so as to make 


of embankments and the excavation of khals. The cost of constructing 
embankments in the districts of Hughli and Midnapore, and the cost of ex- 
cavating khals for the drainage of Rajapore to the west of Howrah, have all 
been borne by zemindars. This shews that the zemindars themselves tacitly 
admit it to be their duty to keep all land within their estates in a state fit 
for cultivation. And they may be therefore very fairly asked to excavate 
tanks on their lands, in order that they may not.become unfit for cultivation 
as they do now in seasons of drought. To make them do their duty in this 
respect, it is only necessary to insert a provision in the Tenancy Act, to the 
efiect that when land becomes unfit for cultivation in consequence of want 
of water, the rent due to the zemindar for it will be liable to abatement. 
Such a provision will be in no respect different from the one already exist- 
ing, under which the same effect follows when the productive power of land 
diminishes in consequence of the deposit of sand upon it. If this is done, 
and there is no reason why it should not be done, it will be the interest of 
“4 zemindar to see that the lands on his estate are properly supplied 
with water. | 

al. The Navavibhdkar Sédhérani, of the 25th March, says that the 


Zemindars and ryots under the Bengal Tenancy Act has been productive 
Bengal Tenancy Act. of considerable inconvenience to ryot and 
mindar alike, 


First as regards the ryot :— 


1. The provisions relating to the mutation of names in the zemindar’s 
therista enable the zemindar and his amla to practise extortion on the ryot. 
the object of these provisions was doubtless good, because it is but fair that, 
0 order to prevent the ryots from disposing of favoured portions of a holding 
at a profit and relinquishing the less favoured portions and thus making it 

cult for the zemindar to find new tenants at the old rent, the zemindar 
thould have the power which the law gives him of refusing to register in his 
therista the transfer of portions of a holding unless it is made with his con- 
“9g in writing. But as every instance of mutation of names is made by 
s .° mindar and his amla an occasion for demanding large sums of money 

- the ryots, many who purchase shares of holdings are unable to have 
a names registered in the zemindar’s sherista. But they are made to 
mer greatly for this, inasmuch as it is not unusual to find unregistered 


it fit for cultivation, it is the zemindar who is required to pay the construction - 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHARANI, 


March 25th, 1889. 


ArnYaDAaBPAN, 
March 16th, 1889. 


CHARUVARTA, 
March 18th, 1889. 
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co-sharers frequently called upon to discharge liabilities incurred by the, 
registered co-sharers, liabilities for which the entire holding is attached ang 
sold in execution of decrees. | 

It has therefore become extremely necessary to insert a provision in th. 
Act affording protection to ryots in this connection. | 

2. The provisions relating to the attachment of moveable property. in 
execution of rent decrees, though they benefit the zemindars but Jity, 
are in practice attended with considerable hardship to the ryot. What th. 
gemindar realises by the sale of such property hardly covers the expenses of 
the attachment, and seldom goes to pay even a portion of the decretal money; 
but as a means of harassing the ryot and outraging his feelings, this method 
is considered the most effective by the zemindar, and is therefore often 
resorted to. The evil may be remedied by eh providing that the decree. 
holder must attach property in regard to which the default has been mage | 
before attaching the defaulter’s moveable property. 

Next as regards the zemindar :— 


The Act has imposed a heavy disability on the zewindar by declaring 
that he shall not acquire any occupancy right in any holding which he may 
purchase or come by in any other way. There would have been little objec. 
tion if it had been declared that no zemindar shall acquire occupancy rights 
in any land held by bim ‘has or which has formed part of his mi jute, 
because the accrual of such rights in such lands may interfere with the rights 
of any future purchaser of the zemindari. But there is no reason whys 
zemindar who has purchased an occupancy holding for a valuable considers. 
tion should not acquire occupancy rights in the same—rights which under 
similar circumstances can be and are acquired by an ordinary ryot. Is the 
possession of a zemindari to be deewed a disability and ‘a disqualification a 
regards the acquisition of occupancy rights ? The section of the Act bear- 
ing up on this point should be amended and made more clear. 


(h)— General. 


22. The Aryadarpan, of the 15th March, says that the question of 
steele, the supply of good drinking water for the 
prevention of malarial and other diseases 
the country raised by Dr. Gregg is a very large and difficult one. It is not 
a question of excavating a tank here or a tank there. It is a question of 
re-excavating all the rivers, marshes, ‘hals and beels in the country which 
are silted up. Such a question can only be dealt with by Government. 
Government should, therefore, ascertain, by means of a Commission of Enquiry, 
the correctness or otherwise of Dr. Gregg’s proposal; and if the Commission 
approves the proposal, Government should make money for the extensive 
work of re-excavation which will be required to be done in order to give 
effect to that proposal by discontinuing the excavation of new canals. The 
pi of re-excavation is expected to cost less than the making of new 
canals. 
23. Acorrespondent of = Charuvdrta, of the 18th March, or that 
_. _. mails are delivered at Dighapait, a vuleg 
x: oyanet B post-ofce at Dighepeis oe in a Jamalpore a avhlal lr 
ymensin district, through the 
Bengali post-office. But Dighapait is a im portant vilbagé, and it suffers 
great inconvenience in consequence of its distance from the Banshi 
post-office. Several applications have been made for the establishment 
& post-office at the village, but to no purpose. The villagers are og, 
give an undertaking in respect of any excess of expenditure over income. — 
postal authorities are therefore requested to attend to the matter. 
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an Sanjivani, of the 19th March, takes exception to 

otter “the order of the Magistrate of Burdwan, pro- 
Native music at night in thetown hibiting the beating of tom-toms and other 
wir CEM instraments of native music on the roads of 
the town of Burdwan after 10’oclock at night, and says that as Hindus and 
Mahomedans both celebrate their festivals to the accompaniment of such 
pusic, they will be put to great inconvenience if the order in question is not 


Buapwan SansrIvant, 
March 19th, 1889. 


withdrawn. As the Europeans are the only persons whose slumbers are | 


likely to be disturbed by the noise of these instruments, the playing on them 
xt night should be prohibited only in their quarter of the town. 
95. The Bharat Mitra, of the 21st March, 1s glad to learn that a 
saving of 40 lakhs will be effected during the 
The Budget. coming official year. Lord Lansdowne is to 
ratulated upon this financial prosperity. 
" 96. The Surabhi o Pataka, Mf the 21st March, fears lest Lord 
= Dufferin’s proposals for granting the right of 
lak Detiacia’s geegonms. interpellation and for increasing the number 
of native members in the Legislative Council should be rejected by the Home 
Government. If the hopes held out by the late Viceroy are not fulfilled, 
such discontent will be produced in this country as will not soon disappear. 
97. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, says that the pleasure it felt 
when it heard that a surplus of 50 lakhs would 
be shown in the next year’s budget gave way 
to sorrow when it learned again that the surplus was not a surplus properly 
90 called, but only an expression of the arrangement recently made for a 
revision of the provincial contract system. As grants for educational and 
others purposes will have to be curtailed in consequence of that arrangement, 
its only effect will be to increase the burdens of the public. And so, beyond 
preventing fresh taxation, the surplus will be of no advantage to the country. 
28. The same paper does not see how the proposal of Government to 
keep houseless lepers in houses specially con- 
structed for them can be carried into effect. 
In the first place, Government cannot compel ane to live in such houses, 
and in the second place, as men belonging to different castes cannot live 
together, Government will have to construct different houses for lepers of 
diferent castes, But this will require enormous expenditure of money. Is 
Government prepared to make such expenditure ? : 
29. The same paper refers to the order of the Bengal Government 
empowering Local Boards and Municipalities 
to appoint Vaidyas and Hakims on small 
talaries, whose duty it will be to treat poor people free of charge, and says 
that a similar order ought also to be passed by the Government of Bengal. 
The result will be the encouragement of the Vaidyas and Hakims who deserve 
public support, and the delivery of the poorer classes of people from the 
‘aurderous hands of quacks. 
00. The Bangabdsi, of the 23rd March, says that floods have caused 
es breaches in many embankments in Bengal. 
tnd Moorshodabay, \uddes, Burdwan But the Government is not making any 
| attempt to repair these breaches. The people 
of different parts of Nuddea, Burdwan and Moorshedabad asked the per- 
mission of the authorities to repair these breaches at their own expense, but 
“eit applications have been refused. They have, on the other hand, been 
reatened with criminal prosecution under the Embankments Act if they 
make any attempt to repair these breaches at their own expense for the 
pone of saving their property. The ryote have therefore to suffer in 
“nce, year after year, al the lose that is caused by flood water, and their 
Poverty is therefore increasing. 


The surplus in the budget. 


Asylums for lepers. 
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Sir Stenart Bayley’s Resolution on the subject of the breach at Janka): 
has not given public satisfaction. The writer will be happy if Sir Stenay 
institutes inquiries into the effects of the floods in different parts of the 
country, and relieves peoples’ sufferings by repairing breaches in the embank. 


ts. 
— 81. The Sanjtvant, of the 23rd March, says that Dr. Gregg has done 


ae a real service to the country by addressi 
Dr.Grogg’s second Sanitary Circular, + onlar letter to all Municipelities ak 
subject of the supply of pure drinking-water. The circular ought to bp 
translated into easy vernacular and widely circulated in the mofussil. Tha 
sanitation is neglected in this country is because it is not generally unders 
and the distribution of easy vernacular translations of such eanitary circulars as 
Dr. Gregg is issuing in village associations, panchayats, pathsalas, tole, 
zemindari kacharis and other places in distant mofussil villages, where large 
numbers of villagers occasionally meet, is likely to effect that diffusion of 
sanitary knowledge in the country without which real sanitary improvement 
must be extremely difficult. 
82. Thesame paper saysthat the Registrarship which has fallen vacant 
Tho Rogistrarships in the Bengal in the Bengal Secretariat ought to be abolished, | 
Secretariat. and that there ought to be only one registrar 
instead of three in that office. If one Registrar can manage the three 
branches of the Public Works Department, it is difficult to understand why 
three Registrars should be required * the three departments of the 
Bengal Secretariat. The Government of Bengal, which has issued a Resolt- 


tion calling upon the offices subordinate to it to effect retrenchment, 
shuuld first of all set an example in this direction by abolishing all 
unnecessary posts in the office under its direct control. 


ILTI.—LeEeGisLAtive. 


33. The Sanjivanj, of the 23rd March, says that if the Patwari' Bill 
wh thieeiela Os is passed into law, the ryots of the North- 
Western Provinces will have to pay 6 perc 

and the ryots of Oudh 8 per cent. of the Patwari Cess, and the sabe bs 

be paid by the Zemindars. But the ryots of the North-Western Provinces 

and especially of Oudh are very poor, and it would be an act of cruelty on 

the part of Government to impose this fresh tax upon them. There is 

apparently none in the Legislative Council to advocate the cause of the 
ryote. 


1V.—Native States. 


34. The Sahachar, of the 20th March, 
has the following about Cashmere :— 

It seems that what was done in Baroda is going to be done again 10 
Cashmere. The story of the letters told in the Pioneer and the Englishnas 
is improbable in the extreme. In the first place, it is not at all likely that 
letters like these can have been ever written by the Maharajah, and in the 
second place, it is still more unlikely that they should have fallen into the 
hands of the ex-dewan Lachman Das. For if any such letters had been in the 
possession of Lachman Das, the Maharajah would not have dared to dismiss 
him as he has doe.’ It is said that these letters formed part of the paper 
which Lachman Das made over to his legal adviser Mr. Spitta. If 9 
Lachman Das must have taken them back on the death of Mr. Spitta, thus 
making it impossible for Mr. Spitta’s widow to sell them toa native 
Cashmere. The story of the sale of these letters by Mrs. Spitta to.a native of 
Cashmere, and of their delivery by the latter to the Resident, is on the face 


Cashmere. 


of it absurd. So much for the genuineness of these letters, Now! 


” 
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, According to these letters, the Maharajah is in secret 
oat aw ce with Busca. But if any such correspondence had existed, 
+ would have been long before detected by the spies of Government. 
‘Acain, considering the fear and abhorrence in which Russia is. held by’ the 

Native Princes of India, it is extremely unlikely that any correspondence 
‘hould exist between any one of them and Russia. The fact 1s that the 
Resident has been practised upon by some. designing person. 

There are amongst Anglo-Indians those who want to make Srinuggur, 
the capital of Cashmere, their summer retreat. And some high officials of 
Government are among them. And os Cashmere is far gone in misrule, and its 
present ruler is a weak-minded though well-meaning man, surrounded by 
iudmashes, and the Resident does not render him any real help, the present 
has been considered to be the most opportune moment for launching these 
alleged incriminating letters. The Governor-General, however, will commit 
agrave political blunder if he annexes Cashmere on the strength of these 
letters. Already the Empire has greatly outgrown its proper limits, and the 

“gequisition of more territory will resulé in serious administrative incon- 
senience. In the name of the honour due to the Queen-Empress of India, 
Lord Lansdowne should desist from annexing Cashmere. If the present 
Maharajah is incompetent, let him be superseded by one of his brothers, 
and above all let all care be taken to select a good man as Resident for the 
Cashmere State. : 

85. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 22nd March, says that Englishmen 
have always coveted Cashmere on account 
cna of its unparallele natural scenery and on 
account of its being a gateway to India. Babu Nilambar Mukerji had 
been hitherto frustrating this intention of the English. But now that he is 
removed, an attempt is being made to annex that State. The rumours now set. 
afloat in regard to Cashmere seem to indicate that that State will be annexed 


deposing the Maharajah, and the alleged treasonable letters seem to be a 
mere plea. The Maharajah is not such a fool as to commit himself to 


natural that the deposed Dewan Lachman Das should try his best to injure 
the Maharajah. ‘Lachman Das is a great friend of the present Resident, 


Lachman Das laying their heads together. The English ‘Government has 
made a very timely move, and there is no doubt that the move will bea 
success, : 

Ifthe Maharajah is really guilty of treason, where is the need of 
appointing a Council of Regency? If he has really offended so seriously, 
let him be deposed, and let bis brother Amarchand, who, according to the 
Englishman, was selected as Minister by the late Maharajah in order that he 


throne, But this is not what the English Government wants. It is the 

intention of that Government to obtain possession of Cashmere by some 

means or other. The Maharajah’s fate is therefore sealed. Let him 

tow spend his days in the contemplation of God, ae Si 

Pit 36. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, 
has the following on Cashmere affairs :— 


This time the Maharajah of Cashmere has escaped deposition with 
oe difficulty. But how is it that Government takes no steps to punish 
ro eg or persons who from time to time circulate falsestories regarding 
wh tate? It is hoped that Government will this: time punish the person: 
i ave the letters to Colonel Nisbet, in order to deter other persons from 

ing similar attempts in future against the Cashmere State. : 


at no distant date. A plot seems to have been formed beforehand for 
Writing in such a matter as devising a plot for poisoning a Resident. It is: 


Colonel Nisbet, and it is quite possible that all this is due to the Colonel and 


Praja BANDHU, 
March 22nd, 1889, 


might guide his elder brother, the present Maharajah, be set up on the — 


* BaMaya, 
March 22nd, 1889. 
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87. The <Aryavarta, of the 23rd March, says that when Lachman Day 


himself denies the genuineness of the Cash 
ee letters, Government should attach no bisa 


tance to them. 


Dacca Paaxase, 88. The Dacca Prokash, of the 24th March, referring to the Cashmers 
March 24th, 1889. Jetters, remarks as follows :— 


If these letters had been, as is alleged, in the possession of My 
Spitta and his widow for any length of time 
cca imate their contents would not have so long remained 
unknown or unpublished. Again, it is almost inconceivable that the 
Maharajah of Cashmere, after having written letters of such grave import, 
was fool enough to keep them in the hands of another person and to quarrel 
with that very person. The genuineness of these letters is, indeed, very 
doubtful. 

There will, again, be no reason to suspect anything wrong in the Maha. 
rajah, even if it proves true that His Highness, on being confronted with these 
letters, did not attempt to deny their genuineness. For the violent turmoil 
of feelings—sorrow, anger, disdain, &¢.—which must have arisen in his mind 
on being brought face to face with such charges, may well have unsettled 
him so far as to make it impossible for him to say what he should have said, 
The Maharajah may escape this time, but his future is not very safe, 

deem, Cetin 39. The Dacca Gazette, of the 25th March, says that, as the 


March 25th, 1889 hovering of vultures over any place is taken 
ee to an that there is food for "ies to eat 
somewhere there, so the circulation of any rumour aguinst any native 
prince by Anglo-Indian newspapers, and notably by the Pzoneer newspaper, 
means that evil intention exists in the Anglo-Indian mind in regard to that 
State. The story told by the Anglo-Indian newspapers regarding the Maha- 
rajah of Cashmere is of an extremely doubtful complexion, but it has given 
rise to grave fears in the native mind. The native princes are serving the 
British Lion with all their heart, but it is a pity they cannot secure his good 
will, They are in perpetual fear of being destroyed on very small pretexts. 
The apprehensions of the public in regard to Cashmere have been in some 
measure allayed by Sir John Gorst’s statement on the subject in the House of 
Commons. If Lord Dufferin had been Viceroy of India at this time, Oashmere 
would certainly have been annexed. People know nothing about Lord Lan: 
downe, and it is difficult to say what view he will take ofthe matter. There 
is much party intrigue in the Cashmere State, and it is probable that 
some wicked persons have forged these letters with a view of ruining the 
Maharajah. 


Damix o Sauactan 40. The Daintk o Samachar Chandrikd, of the 27th March, says that 


March 27th, 1880. ‘The Cashmere question.. Colonel Nisbet has left Calcutta for Cashmere, 


but the public has not been informed of the 
nature of the letters which he brought with him, or of the result.of his 


interview with the Viceroy. The policy of concealment adopted in this 
matter is certainly very bad, because it is calculated to produce in the public 
mind a distrust about Government’s intention in relation to Oashmere 
For some time past a belief has prevailed in the country that Government — 


is busily engaged in discovering a plea for the annexation of Cashmett. 
Government should not therefore by its conduct on this occasion strengthed 


that belief directly or indirectly. 

The native princes understand their own interest, and they # 
sensible men. So, when Mulhar Rao Gaikwar was deposed, they ‘felt 
startled; when Theebaw was made a captive they felt equally startled, 
and they have been startled by the publication of these dreadful rumouts 
regarding Cashmere. Government should not, therefore, keep these prine™ 
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rk about the future of the Cashmere State, and it should ° deliver 
hag = their present state of suspense. Lord Lansdowne has newly 
some to this country, and he should be warned not to allow himself to be 
guided by his evil counsellors in this matter. . | 

The indiscreet publication in the Standard newspaper in England of 
3 proclamation purporting to have been recently issued by Dhulip Singh 
makes it all the more necessary for Lord Lansdowne to act with the greatest 


saution possible in this Cashmere sffair. The contents of that proclamation . 


are of the wildest description, and will be regarded as such by every Indian 
from prince to peasant, N evertheless it will not be good policy, at this 
time, to awaken suspicions in Cashmere regarding Government's intention 
‘nrelation to that State. There are in Cashmere many descendants of the 
nen who helped Dhulip’s father, Runjit, to become the Lion of the Punjab. 
ford Lansdowne’ is not ignorant of that history, and in taking action in 
regard to the present, he should carefully consider what has taken place in 
the past and what may happen in the future. Heshould be slow and 


‘cautious. His Foreign Office is full of foul smells, and can only offer him 
evil counsel. 


V.—Prospects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


41. The following has been communicated to the Sanjivani, of the 
nine 23rd March, in connection with the scarcity in 
carcity in Behar. : Behar :— 

In the distressed tract there is greater want of money than of food- 
There is not work for the labouring classes. The cultivators are not employ- 
ing workmen for reaping the rabi crop; so if the labourers remain unemployed 
much longer, and in their present starved or half-starved condition, they will 


be permanently incapacitated for work. Government should therefore 
toon give them some work. The commencement of survey operations for the 


construction of a railway line has cheered up these poor sufferers, and they 


are axiously looking forward for the time when the work of construction 
will commence. Government should not therefore make more delay in 
beginning the construction work. If these people do not get employment 
within one or two months, their sufferings will be of the intensest kind, and 
they will be reduced to skeletons. As regards the poor of the Brahmin and 
other castes, Heaven alone knows what is in store for them. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


42. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 22nd March, complains that 
pilt. Cotton and the Lady Dufferin Mr. Cotton, the Honorary Secretary of Lady 
Dufferin’s Fund, is raising subscriptions for 

the fund from poor clerks by sending subscription books round the Govern- 
nent cffices. The clerks, though not in a position to pay subscriptions, are 
contributing money in aid of the fund from fear. Subscriptions are in fact 
lng raised for the fund from all manner of people, from native princes down 
0 clerks on salaries of Rs. 20a month. There are already five or six hos- 
Pitals in existence, and it is not easy to see what greater good the fund will do. 
tbe the object of the fund to perpetuate the memory of Lord Dufferin, 

© writer would like to know how much money His Lordship himself has 
*ontributed in aid of the fund. There is scarcity in Orissa, and the people 
te groaning under the burden of the income-tax, and are alarmed at the 
age of increased municipal taxation under the new Calcutta Municipal 
am Why then torment the people by making fresh exactions from 
Ae ln the shape of contributions to the Lady Dufferin’s Fund. Such 
actions must be extremely distasteful to all but those who have received, or 
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who still expect to receive, titles. It is much to be regretted ¢ 
generous man like Mr. Cotton should act in this way. nat 
48. A correspondent of the Bangabast, of the 23rd March, complain, 
Scarcity of water at Panchgachiain Of scarcity of water at Panchgachia, 4, 
Bag. important village in the district of Hughj; 
The water of the tanks in the village is unfit for drinking purposes, and 
the villagers can only look to the Eden Qanal for the supply of thei 
drinking-water. But Government does not admit a sufficient quantity of 
water into the canal, and the water in the canal is not in fact more than three 
feet deep, and is also fullof aquatic vegetation. Government is earnestly 
requested to admit sufficient water into the Eden Canal and thus save the 
lives of a large number of its subjects. 


44, Referring to the munificent gift of fifty-two thousand rupees made 
Babu Shama Charan Laha’s gift by Babu Shama Charan Laha for the establish. 
for an Eye Infirmary in Calcutta. ment of an Eye Infirmary in Calcutta, the 
Sanjivani, of the 23rd March, advises the Babu to attach to his gift the 
condition that in the infirmary which is to be built with his money n 
distinction should be made in the treatment of native and European patients, 
It is a matter of great regret that such distinction is now made in all 
hospitals and dispensaries built with money given by the Bengalis, 
European and Eurasian patients are treated with greater attention and are 
far better accommodated than natives in these hospitals. Chuni Lal's 
Charitable Dispensary and the Eden Hospital, for instance, have been of 
greater benefit to Europeans and Kurasians than to natives. 


45. The same paper = 0 ne oe and ae of the 
oard of Revenue are doing a most objection- 
a a tae able thing by using their official ieueaie for 
the purpose of collecting subscriptions to the Dufferin-Lansdowne Fund 
from their official subordinates. Subscriptions paid under such circum- | 
stances are often paid against will and from the fear of incurring official 
displeasure. 


46. The same paper says that Mudali, wife of Kauleswar Kowar, 
Two helpless children in » tea. quarrelled with her husband and left his roof 
garden. with her son aged nine or ten years ands 
daughter aged eight or nine months. On her way, she came across a sirdar 
belonging to the Alipore tea garden, situated in Karimgunge sub-division of the 
Sylhet district, who induced her to come with him to the Alipore tea-garden. 
The woman had a serious attack of illness on the way, and the sirdar left her 
there in that critical condition. A gentleman found her lying dead near Nilam 
Bazar, and her two children crying by the side of her dead body. The gentleman 
disposed of the dead body, and carried away the two children. While passing 
by the Alipur tea-garden he met the sirdar, and the girl wanted to go 
him, whereupon the gentleman made over the children to the care of th 
monster of a man. One cannot help shuddering as one thinks of what may 
become of these helpless children under the care of this murderer. Gov 
ernment ought to take notice of these children and save their lives. The 
children belong to some village in Ghazipur, and more particulars regarding 
them may be obtained from Babu Trailokyanath Dhar, the Chief Officer of 
the Public Works Department, in the Karimgunge sub-division. 


47. A correspondent of the same paper refers to several cases of 
coolie-recruiting in Midnapore by deceitful 
. means, and says that it is very curious that 
these recruiters carry on their work in such a way that the relatives of. tho 
whom they entice away cannot, with the most diligent search, ascertall 
where the names of the deluded men are registered, to what place they are 


Coolie-recruiting in Midnapore. 
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challaned, and in what depdts they are kept? There ought to be.a remedy 
for this under the British Government, _ 
48, The Dacca Prakash, of the 24th March, says that, according to 
the Bombay Gazette, Lord Dufferin’s proposal 
for the re-construction of the Indian Legisla- 
tive Councils on a representative basis have been opposed by Lords Salisbury, 
Cross and Lansdowne. Lord Dufferin, who is not believed to be a friend of 
India, made these proposals for reform, and Lord Lansdowne, who is credited 
with liberal views, has opposed them! This should show which of the two 
Viceroys is the real well-wisher of India. 
49, The same paper is exceedingly sorry to hear of the acts of oppres- 
sion alleged to have been committed by Colonel 
A daughter of the Into ex-King of Prideaux on the Begum Badshaw Ayakanijadi, 
sag daughter of the late ex-King of Oudh. It is 
stated that the Colonel has stopped her allowance, dismissed all her servants, 
thus compelling her to do all her household work with her own hands, tried to 
force a marriage on her, and attempted to wrest her own property from her 
on the ground that it forms part of the property of the ex-King. Have 
these acts of oppression been committed simply with the object of wresting 
her property from her or with some other object ? 


Lord Dufferin and Lord Lansdowne. 


Assam PApers. 


50. The Partdarsak, of the 18th March, says that a failure of crops 


for successive years on account of drought and 
The condition of the people of 


srthet excessive rainfall has made the condition of. 


the people of Sylhet very miserable. A large 
number of cattle have died for want of fodder. The want of outlets in the 
roads prevents excess water from running out, and the accumulation of water 
in the fields does great injury to the crops. The writer is glad to find that 
the North Sylhet Local Board has rendered signal service to the cultivators 
by constructing an embankment on the west bank of the Surma river, and 
hopes that the members of the Karimgunge Local Board will do something 
to save the crops. Accumulated water does immense injury to the crops in 
Karimgunge. | 
_. [be writer asks all the educated people and all the District and Sub- 
divisional Officers of Sylhet to improve the condition of the cultivators by 
introducing the cultivation of winter crops into that district. 
51. Thesame paper complains that Mr. Messurier always supports the 
ee police. Some time ago the police challaned 
a number of men from village Khitta. Mr. 
Mesurier himself instituted inquiries, and took the same view'as the police 
and passed sentences upon the accused. But the accused have been 


acquitted by the Judge on appeal. In the interest of the public 
Mr. Messurier should be tee ; 


about the cause of his obligation to the police. 


_ 52. The same paper reports the prevalence of thefts at Sanamgunge. 
Thelts at Sunamgunge Several cases of house-breaking and theft have 
i taken place. ‘The police should look sharp. 

53. Referring to the circular issued by the Chief Commissioner of the 

Charitable dispensaries | Central Provinces to the effect that all people 
spensaries in Assam, ° ° : 

Sie whose income is less than Rs. 250 a year will 

* medicine from charitable dispensaries free of charge, and no one whose 

rai exceeds that amount will be supplied with medicine free of charge 

ete he pays a subscription in accordance with a fixed scale, the same paper 

‘tves that the Chief Commissioner of Assam has called upon all taal 


cards and Municipalities in Assam to say whether a similar circular can be 


from Sylhet. Ugly rumours are heard — 
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issued in Assam too. But the enforcement of such a circular will do little 
good in Assam, where dispensaries have not yet acquired much popn- 
larity. 
"4, A correspondent of the same paper is sorry to hear that Jo eg 
a ee ro my _ ry we and competent Spb. 
Joges Bebu, the Sub-divisiona!  divisiona cer of Sunamgunge, is goin 
Officer of Sunamgunge, in Sylhet. transferred, at his own eanieh to ine ae 
place. Joges Babu isa jewel of the University, and is fully qualified t 
hold charge of a sub-division. He has established a high English schoo) a 
Sunamgunge, and the school will suffer if he is transferred before it is provided 
with a house. The Chief Commissioner is therefore requested not to transfer 
Joges Babu from Sunamgunge until the school is accommodated ip , 
suitable building constructed for the purpose. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSUATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 80th March 1889. 
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